
TBS DmAWSOlBN iwbbwimi

Pi tfl

Led Canadian Farmers

to Success
By EDWARD W. THOMSON

T. A. CRERAR

Trading Society, mtahw 1 it
'
'nnst tremend!ui odds and angry, pronng raders

Gram Evator m Rusblcame manager of a Farmers
sell, after havms had sad experiences i with other ele-

vator he bad Jwheat Nowmen on his own crop.

a month.
He so exerted himself in pushing the t.raingrowe rs

interests throughout his own neighborhood that tne
I ben inc)shrewd committeemen soon took notice.

amazed yea, shocked hii modest) by electing him presi
dent of the Graingrowers' Society. 1 hat was sixteen
vears ago Since then he and his mates have success

fully downed all manner of almost frantic opposition
by the Winnipeg Exchange, sundry banks, man)
trader-profiteer- s.

Mr Crerar has been and now is a member ol the

Ottawa Parliament, an ex-Minis- a steadfast agitator
for orderly reforms in government, in taxation, in pro-

motion of the meat Producing Interests Farming,
Mining, Fishing, Lumbering. His chiet occupation
nowadays appears to be that oi affiliating the whole
body oi" Farmers throughout the Dominion on lines

acceptable to tin- Mechanical classes in general. He
lias of late been addressing, always in plain, straight
speeches great audiences in the Maritime Provinces.

Kiebec ami t mtario. Since the Order ot I mted Farmers
of the latter Province won last falls general elec-

tions, and made Mr. Drury their Premier, all ort
(.f the intelligent everywhere in Canada are eager to
hear and see the great Head Businessman ot the all

Canada Farmers, T. A. Crerar. the prudent, the plain,
the democratic, the man whom an Oxford-bre-d Scotch
man described to me ai "sound and rood through and
through." Which is precisely what 1 myself think of
him after sundr) most pleasant ami fairly searching in-

formal talks with him. If Canadians get him to take
the Premiership they w ill be a lucky people.

Some sixteen years ago the West Canada ui n an.
-- row vi s Company" had a paid-u- p capital ot eleven
thousand dollars, of which seven thousand had gone in

organization expenses. They were clever enough to
do a grain trade of $1,700,000 the first ten months.
Last November the annual C. Ci. (i. meeting in Win-

nipeg mustered 500 delegates, chosen by over 36,000

members resident in Manitoba. Saskatchewan, Alberta
and British Columbia. The paid-u- p capital was thru (2,
415,00(1; the cash reserve fund was $1,500,000. The
company had handled 22,000,000 bushels of grain, a

falling off, by reason of poorer crop, from the
000,000 dealt in the previous year, though the per-

centage of total crop handled by the company had
increased.

By the ve Supply Department more than
six million dollars of ales were made last year to
members. The Livestock Department handled 5.257
cars of cattle, hogs and sheep. The affiliated Kxport

T A. CRERAR appears to mc as more

HON to be Premier of Canada after the next
federal election than any other man

ne w visible above the political horizon. It would not

have been accurate for mc to have written "than any

other candidate for the Premiership. He 11 not a

seeker after office; he never was such. He has been,

ever since boyhood, one of the rare practical idealists
who itrive to gel done those things which they see to
be right, wise, profitable to and altogether good tor
their fellow men. Because his neighbors and acquaint-

ance! have understood that he not only knows what
ight to be done but how to get it done they nave

insisted on putting htm into various responsible and
ever higher and higher positions. lake a steady
look at his photograph. Then you will probably un-

derstand why plain people have implicit confidence in

the KOOd faith, brains, honor, modesty, unseltishness 01

T. A. Crerar.
last year he resigned from Sir Robert Bordens

Coalition Ministry, in which he had been Minister of

Agriculture since the fall of 1917. He had no sort ol
quarrel with Sir Robert nor with any other colleague.

He resigned because the end of the war had left him

free to resume his presidencj of the United Gram-growe- rs

Association. That is an amazingly efficient

and prosperous organization of West-Cana- da s farmers
who demand such ref rms of federal taxation a will

at once relieve our producers of -- naturals" from plun-

der b Big Interests and promote reciprocity HI

exchange of commodities with our neighbors ot the

Republic. Borden's Cabinet stood by that variety ot
customs-taxatio- n winch Crerar ha ever striven to re-

duce or abolish. He had .sacrificed much in convenience
and money, but not one jot of his truly liberal prin-

ciples, in accepting Cabinet rank, solely that Canadians
might, in the general election of 1917, show a united
front in prosecuting the Great War.

Mr. Crerar has had what may be reasonably de-

fined as the best of all posible educations for a states-

man. He was a farm-bre- d boy. In 1897 he was teach-

ing a rural school in Manitoba for ten dollars a

month. This was boosted to $35 in 1899, after he had
icquired some Latin by attending a sCsmn of the
Manitoba University, Winnipeg. Then he was twenty-thre- e

years old.
Savs the historian of the United Gramgrowers As-

sociation, Mr. Hopkins Moorhouse, in that instructive
book, "Deep Furrows," "But milking cows at home
night and morning and teaching school in between was
not an exciting life at best for a young fellow ambitious
to go farming. So he acquired a quarter section of
Hudson Bay Company land near Russell, and took to
fetching it'' in a little frame shack." Soon afterward
he procured and worked a share in a portable sawmill;
ran it four winters, took great interest in the local

, ompany had paid well, despite war difficultiei I he

(, g. publications, 'The Gramgrowers uuid and
- rhe Public Tress." had concluded an excellent hnancttl
year. . ,

YOU may correctly infer, from the mere nam ot

enterprises, that our' C anadian farmers have learned
of business for theirhow to transact a great variety

own peculiar benefit They extensively do their own

profiteering. What a change from the times when

urban folks thought of farmers as hayseeds 1 their

dividend on last year's business operations was IM

per cent. et they had o -- operat ively obtained a great

variety of supplies at considerably less than ordinary

retail prices.
For these results a large number ot very ab bust

ness-head- ed farmers must be credited, though hei they

cannot be named. Really the most cheering thi - oi

all is that not only so many farmers have di lyed

marked business faculty, but that their fellow num-

bers have shown such horse-Sens- e in trusting tl

chaps, following their counsel, standing by them right

through.
Now, when you find lUch a crowd as that el ttll

the same man "president of the L'nited Grains ri
year after year, you may safely reckon that that WH

man i at once exceedingly able and utterly I (1

worthy. Fad i, Mr. Crerar i a latter-da- y Ab iha

Lincoln. That was one of my own itBpreaatons on first

meeting him and. mind you, I av Mr. Lincoln riOB,

and once he spoke to me. thank the Lord! When WC

get our Young Abe into the Premiership at Ottawa,
then the whole world may. not very improbabK. turn

to Canada for example of how to meet the vast prob-

lem of effecting generally beneficial reforms in I per-fect- ly

orderly and acceptable manner.
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TVKING the census in any large city is a
Every large American city has

seiltatives of nearly every race and tongue or.
and the census-take- rs in the foreign districts n

selected with that fact in mind. The work
never be finished if one-langua- enumerator
employed Another difficulty attending the c
tin suspicion which immigrants have of every
ment undertaking. In their native lands they w

accustomed to their government seeking inform,
a basis for new oppressions in the way of taxes
restrictions, that tiny often feel the United
also has an ulterior motive in its registrati"

US. Tins, misgivings make the work of tin
taker rather difficult, and he earns the fee win
law allows bun. There are 85, 000 enumerate
ployed in the eity oi New York alone. The phot
Inows the interest the census taker has aroused
vicinity of a fish stand in Little Italv.
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Asks Release of War Prisoners
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uu nuNwi prisoners oi war nelO oy the rrcm

eminent. Many of thee prisoners' have been WW
rom hom for rears. Fear i exprew y tne

French that the kumiN mm) turn Bolshevik re,

leased, but what would tend to make them Bolshevi"
more quickly than this continued imprisonment ,,t'1"

man" being held to enforo exacting conditions
Germany. The encouragement of such feeling ol "0
tthty and revensre m a neighboring nation doc
MgW well for the future peace of the world.
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